Public Statement by Chairman Jonathan Ruda on the Continued Public Discourse with the ISGW
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This week, even as Town of Dudley officials continued to deal amicably and in good faith through private discussions with the Islamic Society of Greater Worcester, and made measurable, mutually agreeable progress toward the permanent and imminent resolution to the cemetery proposal, for reasons unknown the ISGW made inflammatory comments in the press (see Wall Street Journal, 12/10/2016) .  Board of Selectmen Chairman, Jonathan Ruda stated  that he will not dignify the provocative and insulting comments directed toward our community with a response.
 
It seems unfortunate that the ISGW seems so willing to go to any political or legal extreme to do harm to Dudley's reputation, and to vilify Dudley's residents and officials, while publicly claiming to want to become part of our community.  
 
Several weeks ago, the Board of Selectmen issued a statement in response to relentless, false and provocative attacks from the ISGW. In this statement, the Board asserted, "We cannot and will not allow further offensive and unwarranted attacks on our community to go unanswered."
 
We will continue to pursue an amicable and reasonable solution to this dispute, and hope that our good faith efforts are reciprocated in the future.
 

