Board of Water and Sewer Commissioner’s Meeting via Zoom on May 5, 2020.

Present:  Scott Zajkowski, Robert Sullivan, Tom Fournier, George Patrinos, Jay Spahl, Richard Carmignani, Jonathan Ruda and Jennifer Cournoyer

Present:  Michael Schrader and Jeff Faulkner Tighe and Bond

Scott opened the meeting at 6:55pm with the reading of the following statement:
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, this meeting of the Dudley Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners will be conducted in total or in part via remote participation.  Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the Town’s website, at dudleyma.gov.  For this meeting, members of the public who wish to watch the meeting may do so in the following manner:  Via Town of Dudley Facebook page and/or posted link at dudleyma.gov following the meeting.   No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. 

Presentation on Rate Study from Tighe and Bond:  Mike Schrader from Tighe and Bond began the presentation regarding the Water Sewer Rates Study.  Three things to consider when looking at raising rates:
1. To recover the full cost of the service
2. Keep the department fully staffed
3. To be proactive with repairs and maintenance to the systems
You then distribute the cost back to the users and then have an end result of providing a stable revenue source.

The presentation then occurred and the slides and information used is attached to these minutes.

At the end of the presentation Scott thanked Mike and Jeff from Tighe and Bond for all their work on this study.  A discussion occurred regarding a few items of information in the presentation that needed to be updated or changed.  It was decided that there would need to be another meeting in the future to go over the final presentation prior to having a public hearing. Mr. Ruda stated he will be arranging another meeting with CMRPC regarding infrastructure and possible grants which may affect the needs of the Water Sewer Department.  That information of a meeting date and time will follow.

Scott also stated that he received the paperwork from Tighe and Bond through George regarding the upcoming phase of the I & I and he will review and sign it as necessary if there are no objections, no objections were heard.

Comments (Public or Board):  Scott brought up the new information that there are going to be furloughs to some employees of the town.  At this time, the Water Department has one employee who will be furloughed and in his place an employee from the Highway Department will be coming over to fill the void.

Bob made a motion to adjourn, Tom seconded the motion, no discussion, a roll call vote taken, Bob Sullivan I, Tom Fournier I, Jay Spahl I, Scott Zajkowski I, passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Jennifer Cournoyer
Administrative Assistant


